Hempsted Church of
England Primary School
October 2022 Newsletter

Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome to the October newsletter. There’s definitely a hint of
Autumn in the air, and the nights are drawing in. Therefore I
thought I’d start this newsletter with a picture of some colourful and
proud sunflowers that are growing in the school garden. They were
planted in the summer by the current Year 5 children and hopefully
brighten up your day as you walk into school!
The School Council
On Monday we held our School Council elections. The School Council consists of a boy and a
girl representative from Classes 3, 4, 5 and 6. The Council meets with the head teacher at
least once every half-term and is a platform for pupil voice. We discuss issues within school
and how we can make things better. Councillors also lead meetings in their classes, where
they share the minutes of their meetings and ask their peers for any suggestions they want
to take to the school leadership team. The Council also decides on our fundraising activities
for the year.
The School Council elections always give us a great opportunity to discuss British values and
I enjoyed talking to the children about the benefits of living in a democracy. I was very
impressed by the level of their knowledge and even the younger children could name the
Prime Minister.

The children were reminded that the key skills that they
should be looking for in their class representatives were
speaking and listening skills, so that the class could be
confident that their voice would be heard. They were advised
not to fall for gimmicks that the candidates might fail to
deliver!!
So, amid great excitement, the votes were cast and counted.
The results of the election are as follows:
Y3 – Aidan & Imogen & Zuzanna (the voting for girls was tied
after 2 rounds so the constitution allows for 2 girl
candidates!!)
Y4 – Phoebe & Theo
Y5 – Isabel & Jesse
Y6 – Tishaya & Harley
School Swimming
You should have received a letter last week about
school swimming. During covid times, school
swimming couldn’t happen as trips weren’t allowed.
With such a backlog of swimming lessons to catch
up on, we decided to look around at what the
alternatives are and through our links with other
schools, we have found a company that brings the
pool to us. It has also provided us with an
opportunity to reconsider our swimming ‘offer’. In the past, we only took Y3 and 4
swimming, but by having the pool onsite for two weeks, we are able to offer swimming to all
our pupils. This will allow us to develop water confidence for our younger children which is
so important. Another benefit to this offer is that the groups are smaller and therefore
children will be grouped more efficiently.
We really do hope that you can support us with this venture, and that we will be able to
repeat it again in the future.
Admission September 2023
Paper work for primary / infant admission will be posted out by mid November 2022. If you
have not received a pack by December you will need to contact Admissions and Transfer
Team at Shire Hall Tel: 01452 425407
Parent/Teacher Consultation
These will be held immediately after half-term and will be the first face to face meetings
since 2019!! It is parental choice whether your child attends the meeting with you, but I
must stress that they must be supervised by you at all times and not running round the
school grounds or building!! Thank you.
Collection Arrangements
If the list of people who are allowed to collect your child from school has changed, please
ask the office for a new form. If no form is requested, we will assume that things haven’t
changed.

Essential Letters and Sounds – our chosen phonics programme
If your child is in the infants, please make sure that you are aware of any parental
information sessions coming up. This will be a chance to find out how we teach early
reading, and how you can support your child at home.
Naming Things!
The lost property pile is already growing. Please check that everything is named – if it is and
it gets lost, it will find its way back to your child.
Absence
If your child is absent, please ensure that you phone the office on the first morning of your
child’s absence and on every subsequent day of their absence. You may have also heard on
the news that the Department for Education is becoming even stricter on the authorisation
of term time ‘holidays’. I am unable to authorise holiday requests, and absence should only
be authorised for exceptional circumstances. If you do need to request an absence in term
time, please collect a form from the office, or download the form from the ‘Policies and
documents’ section of the school website.
Keeping Fit and Active
As you can see below, there are lots of opportunities for the children to participate in being
active.

MONDAY BEFORE SCHOOL
MONDAY IN SCHOOL

CROSS COUNTRY CLASSES 2 AND 3
BOOGIE BEATS – CLASS 2
(After half term it will be Class 1 and then Reception)

MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL
TUESDAY BEFORE SCHOOL
TUESDAY IN SCHOOL
TUESDAY AFTER SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL
THURSDAY IN SCHOOL
THURSDAY LUNCHTIME
THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL
FRIDAY BEFORE SCHOOL
FRIDAY AFTER SCHOOL

PARACHUTE CLUB - CLASSES 1 AND 2
FITNESS AND WELL BEING CLUB – CLASSES 1
AND 2
ATLAS SPORTS – CLASSES 1 , 2 AND
RECEPTION
NETBALL CLUB – CLASSES 5 AND 6
*GYMNASTICS CLASSES 2, 3, 4 AND 5
ATLAS SPORTS – CLASSES 3, 4, 5 AND 6
GIRLS FOOTBALL - CLASSES 5 AND 6
*ATLAS SPORTS MULTI SPORTS CLUB –
CLASSES 2, 3 AND 4
CROSS COUNTRY – CLASSES 4, 5 AND 6
BOYS FOOTBALL – CLASSES 5 AND 6

* These clubs incur a charge as they are an outside provider. All other clubs are free, and I
would like to particularly express my thanks to all of the staff who volunteer their time free
of charge in order to run clubs across the school.

As well as these activity clubs, other clubs running at the moment are Worship (Class 3, 4, 5
and 6) and Choir (Classes 4, 5 and 6). There are other clubs that may start at different
times during the year including gardening, maypole and secret garden.

Sports News
The boys took part in the ESFA 7-aside competition on the 16th
September and will be starting their
league games this week. The girls
played Meadowside School in their first
league game last week and won 1 – 0.
Florence captained the team and
Tishaya scored the winning goal. A
great start of the season for them,
thank you to Rich Mansell for
refereeing the game. Rich is a former
pupil of Hempsted School and his shirt is proudly framed and hung in the hall from when he
represented Gloucester Schools when he was here. On Thursday the netball team have their
first league game against Tredworth School, good luck Team Hempsted.
***CHANGE OF KS2 SPORTS DAY DATE***
Please note that KS2 Sports Day is now Tuesday 27th June 2023.
Ordering School Lunches
There is a significant amount of pupils who turn up each day without a lunch being ordered
– this then becomes very time consuming having to sort out and leads to lost learning time.
Please remember to make the choice on the School Money booking system before midnight
the day before. If you do forget, please either call or pop into the office and we can sort it
out.
Is your child entitled to Free School Meals?
Check to see if your child is eligible using the confidential portal available on the County
Council website at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
If there is a chance that they might be, please do check EVEN if your child is in the infants
and receiving free school dinners. Children who are eligible for free school meals qualify for
the Pupil Premium. This gives the school extra funding which can be used to help with
uniform costs and school trips. This additional funding continues for 6 more years after their
free school eligibility stops.

Riotous Royalty
Class 4 are learning about different monarchs who have had an impact on British History.
So far we have studied William the Conqueror and King John. We enjoyed making our own
Magna Carta (The Great Charter) that is still part of our English Law today. We had an area
of the classroom set up as Runnymede (area near London) to sign and seal each handmade
Magna Carta, just like King John did on 12th June 1215.
Next is Henry VIII, Queen Anne, Queen Victoria and of course our longest reigning
monarch, Queen Elizabeth II.

And finally…
I know this is only the October newsletter but I do have to mention the Christmas word!! It
was December 2019 since we had our last nativities so therefore the infants will be excited
to perform the infant nativities once again. For the juniors, we are doing something different
this year – we have asked iSingPop to return to the school and do a Christmas concert. In
the week commencing 12th December, the juniors will be learning lots of songs ready for
two live performances to parents on Wednesday 14th December. More details will follow, but
for those of you who remember the last concert, you know why we’re excited to be doing
this!!

And absolutely finally…
We have booked for a pantomime to come into school on Monday 12th December. It is
‘Goldilocks and the 3 Bears’ and promises to be lots of fun!! This is kindly being paid for by
The Friends!!!
Once again, thank you for your ongoing support.
Yours sincerely

Mr R Waller
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Harvest Service at St Swithuns
Year 4 residential trip information evening
Reception Class parents reading information
evening
Year 1 parents reading information evening
Year 2 parents reading information evening
Year 6 trip (details to follow)
End of Term 1
INSET Day (school closed to pupils)
Start of Term 2
Reception Class church service
Parent/Teacher Consultations
Flu immunisation (details to follow)
Parent/Teacher Consultations
School photographer in school
iSingPop Christmas workshops
Pantomime
Reception Class nativity (details to follow)
Christmas Dinner
Y1/2 nativity (details to follow)
iSingPop Christmas Concert (KS2) – details to follow
Y1/2 nativity
Christmas Service at St Swithuns (pupils & staff only)
Class Christmas Parties
End of Term 2

