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Dear Parents, Governors and Friends of the School,
I started last year’s final newsletter with the phrase, “Wow, what a scorching hot
week!” So once again, what a scorching hot week!
The past few days have seen the full range of ‘end of year activities return, including
sports days where more than 30 people could attend. Hurrah!! In particular, the Year
6 production was performed across 2 evenings to more than 100 friends and family.
They raised the roof, and amazed their families with their singing, dancing and acting.
They were amazing!!
Tomorrow will see the Leavers’ Assembly which will celebrate their time here, and
wish them luck for the future. Year 6 families are very much welcome to join us.
Everyone else can join in at the end of the day as we give them the traditional ‘guard
of honour’ as they depart the building through the front door!
Spirituality Day
On Friday 15th July we had perfect weather for our whole school Spirituality Day. We
explored what spirituality meant both as a school and individually and then we spent
the rest of the day exploring this further in our classes. As a school, we have defined
spirituality as :

“appreciating and being inspired by the awe and wonder of God’s world through reflection and
meaningful connections.”
We started the day with a collective worship, led by Mrs Hill. To help the children
understand a little more, she used the analogy of Russian dolls.
•

The ‘You’ that everyone sees (biggest doll)

•

The ‘You’ that people see when they get to meet you

•

The ‘You’ that your friends see

•

The ‘You’ that your best friend or family see

•

The ‘You’ that only you see

•

The ‘You’ that is still hidden (things about yourself you haven't yet
discovered)

•

The ‘You’ that is the deepest part of you (smallest doll)

Afterwards, each class had a slot in the hall, where we reflected on the cross,
ourselves and the world. Rachel, our children and family worker, did a fantastic job
organising this with lots of the community and church members volunteering
throughout the day.
Below is a snippet of what each class got up to:
Reception: created watercolour flowers and animals, yoga
Year 1: made wind chimes, had stories in the secret garden
Year 2: reflected on all the great aspects of themselves, looked at things that make
them go ‘wow’
Year 3: making sandwiches for lunch,
Mondrian art
Year 4: reflective time in the labyrinth, created
a Jackson Pollock piece of art
Year 5: created their own spiritual garden,
created nature pallets
Year 6: mindfulness colouring, reflected of
their time at school and looking to the future
We had a fantastic day and we especially
enjoyed our whole school picnic on the field!

Team Hempsted Sports Days
We finished off what has been an amazing
year for sports at Hempsted School with
our Commonwealth Games Sports days for
both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. This
year the Commonwealth Games are held in
Birmingham so our sports days were held
linking each event with the games. With
parents and staff running each of the Key
Stage 2 events, the children were split into mixed years and
mixed houses and rotated around the 15 different events. These
included football, netball, long jump, Kurling, Boccia, javelin, shot
putt(bean bag), discus (quoit throw), sprinting and distance
running, as well as the fun events like welly throwing, water
challenge, sack race and space hopper race. All scores were
totalled and the winning boy and girl from each class received a
medal. We ended the Sports Day with every child taking part in
the House Tug of War battles - this is always a highlight of the
day. The Big lap races were won by Huzzy and Callum.
The Key Stage 1 sports day was run by the
Year 6 children, and again, was a fantastic day.
Their Commonwealth Games events included
football, netball, long jump, Kurling, Boccia,
javelin, shot putt (bean bag), discus (quoit
throw), sprinting and distance running as well
as welly throw, sack race and egg and spoon
race. Again, we held our Key Stage 1 Tug of War battles which is now a firm favourite.
Every child took part and every child had a smile on their face. The Big Laps were won
by Jacob, Arthur and Mitchell. The year group winners were:
Reception: Presley and Arianna
Class One: Josh H and Maisie
Class Two: Freddie and Zuzanna
Class three: George and Laila
Class Four: Emelia and Reggie
Class Five: Florence and Petar
Class Six: Callum and Lily

Key Stage 1 Winning House for sports
day was: LLANTHONY
Key Stage 2 Winning House for sports
day was: NEWARK

Thank you to all parents for coming to support
their child(ren), it was great to see so many of you
there and a massive well done to every child.

End of Year Service in St Swithuns Church
The juniors enjoyed a lovely service with Nikki and Rachel on
Tuesday. This was to celebrate the end of the school year, and in
particular say farewell to Year 6. During the service we learned
about St Swithun, who was the Bishop of Winchester in the 9th
century. We also learned that last Friday was St Swithuns day, and
that legend has it that if it rains on Swithuns day, it will rain for the
next 40 days. It didn’t rain on Friday – sadly!!!!
Thank you to Nikki and Rachel, and to Arlo for dressing up as St
Swithun!!
Class 2 – Trip to West Midland Safari Park
On Thursday 7th July, Class 2 went to West Midland
Safari Park. We had a fabulous day looking at various
African animals. Adam and Ellen the Safari rangers
joined us on our coach to tell us about the animals as
we went around the park. We got to meet 3 small,
friendly African animals – a giant African Snail, an
African goat and a Lesser Hedgehog Tenrec. We also
saw an African village with Meerkats and Lemurs.

Summer Fete
It was super to see the return of the summer fete! We decided to try a different
approach by holding it straight after school on a Friday. There was a great turnout
and a lovely atmosphere. It was also fantastic to see so many ex-pupils and their
parents there as well!!! A big thank you to the Friends for organising it, and to
everyone who gave their time to help run a stall. In total we raised £1240.54!!!
Class Pages
Don’t forget to check the class pages on the website for end of year photographs.

Summer Reading Challenge

Get ready for Gadgeteers, arriving online and in your local library this
summer.
Science is all around you! What do you love doing? Are you a
brilliant baker? Or a mega music fan? Are you the tech wizard
amongst your friends? Join the Gadgeteers for the Summer Reading
Challenge to discover the amazing science and innovation behind the world
around you, including some of your favourite things!
Visit your local library to join in the Summer Reading Challenge.
Booking Lunches and Breakfast/After School Club
A text message will be sent when both are available to book on School Money for
September. Early bookings are appreciated!
A Message from Monkhouse (Uniform Supplies)

“While the holidays have just begun, July is almost over which is why we must
encourage you to book your 1:1 store appointment with our uniform supplier
Monkhouse before August to avoid the last minute rush. You can book your
appointment now at www.monkhouse.com ”
Please also remember that uniform can be purchased online through
myclothing.com. The school receives 10% cashback for purchases through My
Clothing.
Online Safety
Families can get creative and learn about being safer, more confident online
explorers during the holidays with Be Internet Legends.

Their #SummerLegends page includes a 'Draw an Internaut' video tutorial,
drawing templates and more free online safety activities to do during the break.
You can also find the page by going to: www.parents.parentzone.org.uk/summerlegends

Continued Pastoral Support
If you need any support over
the holidays, Rachel Laughton,
our Hempsted Children and
Families Worker is available on
07999 481451.
Contacting us
School emails will not be
monitored during the summer
holidays. When we come back
in September, please can I ask
that when you send an email to
a teacher, please can you ‘cc’
the
admin@hempsted.gloucs.sch.uk
email address as well. This
helps ensure that messages
aren’t missed.
Parental Survey
Thank you to everyone who has
completed the online survey. If
you haven’t completed it yet,
it’s not too late. It would be
helpful to have them done by
Friday 22nd July.

And finally…
I wish you all a safe, very happy and, hopefully, a continued sunny summer!
Thank you for your support during the year. I look forward to seeing you at the start
of the new academic year at 9.00am on Wednesday 7th September.
Yours sincerely

Mr Waller
Head Teacher
*****Don’t forget it’s a 2pm finish tomorrow****

