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JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER

“Growing Together in God’s Love”

Dear Parents, Governors and Friends of the School,
Welcome to the start of Term 6 – the Summer term!
School life will continue to be busy right until the end
of term with lots of learning to be done, and final end
of year assessments to be made. Sports days, fetes
and discos are all booked in the diary. We’ve met the
new set of parents for the Reception class 2022 and
are making the final preparations for our Year 6
pupils, as they prepare to spread their wings, ready
for the next chapter of their school life.
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
On the final day of term 5, and ahead of the national celebrations, we celebrated the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in school. Children wore red, white and blue, with many of
them wearing some great accessories and face paints. We started the day with a
whole school assembly where the children learned more about the Queen, her life,
her reign and her interests. We sang the National Anthem, followed by a celebration
song which you may have heard right across the village! Back in the classroom the
children did a range of activities to help them understand and celebrate the day.
Having talked to the children since they returned after half-term, it sounds as though
lots of them also got fully involved in events during the Bank Holiday weekend!!
Children in Y6 had a go at painting portraits of the Queen using the style of
‘pointillism’ . The top picture is by Imogen and Isla, bottom left by Rico and Izzy,
and bottom right by Freddie and Niamh.

Local area fieldtrip (Geography &
History) – Tuesday 7th June 2022
Class 4 walked around our local area,
Hempsted, to spot historical landmarks. We
identified how old landmarks were using a
timeline and shared information with each
other about each landmark, including St
Swithuns Church, The Old School House,
Hempsted House, Hempsted Village Cross,
Hempsted Village Hall, Our Lady’s Well and
Lysons Hall. We also used a map of Hempsted
to track our journey. We even met our class
governor, Mrs Sally Hebbs, on our fieldtrip.

St Swithuns Church

Hempsted Village Cross

Hempsted Village Hall

Our Lady’s Well

Classes for 2022/23
We will be able to inform you about the arrangements for classes for the next
academic year 2022-2023 in the July newsletter. On Friday 8th July the children
will meet their new class teachers as we ‘swop’ classes for a session in the morning.
Governors
Mr James Birt has decided to step down from the governing body. Mr Birt has been
a governor since 2019 and we thank him for his work during this time.
I am delighted to inform you that Mr Paul Dewick has rejoined the governing body
as a parent governor. We look forward to working with him again.

Farewell!
Next week we will be saying farewell to Miss Lucy Dunn. Lucy has been doing her
final teaching placement with us and has been a fantastic part of the team whilst
she has been with us. I know that Y1 parents, pupils and staff will join me in
thanking her for her work at the school, and wish her the very best of luck as she
embarks fully in her teaching career.
Standardised Attainment Tests (SATs)
In the week beginning Monday 9th May, the Year Six children completed their Key
Stage Two SATs. This was the first time since 2019 that primary school children
have sat these tests. The tests comprised of English – a reading comprehension, as
well as spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) tests. In maths, children took
three written tests – an arithmetic paper and two reasoning papers. They will find
out their results in July.
Also during May, the Year Two children took part in their statutory assessments.
They had formal tests in maths and reading. The results of these tests, along with
ongoing writing tasks, allow the teacher to make a judgement that indicates where
each child is in relation to the ‘age-related expectations’.
All teachers and teaching assistants were very impressed with how the children in
Years Two and Six approached their assessments. Well done to all!
Other Assessments
As well as the SATs which are now all complete, other assessments still to be
completed are:
•

•
•
•

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile – this is an ongoing observation and
evidence based assessment that is continuous throughout the Reception
year
Year 1 (and some Year 2) Phonics Screening Check – this must be carried
out in the week beginning 6th June.
The Year 4 pupils will sit the first ever ‘Multiplication Test Check’ in the week
starting 13th June.
Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 will do final assessments in reading, grammar, writing
and maths this term. Again, please avoid absence as otherwise these tests
may need to be done in isolation. We analyse the results of these tests very
carefully and plan tuition and interventions based on our findings.

The approach, as always at Hempsted, has been to ensure that the children are
aware of the importance of tests and do their best. However we do not place an
over emphasis on tests and so avoid any unnecessary ‘exam nerves’.
Is your child eligible for the Pupil Premium?
Please can we encourage everyone to check if their child is eligible for the pupil
premium. If they are eligible, the school receives an additional £1385 per year into
the budget – this helps us to provide targeted tuition as well as other approaches
which include providing mental health support to pupils. To find out, you need to
visit the same website that you would have used when applying for school places
which can be found by searching “Gloucestershire County Council Citizen Portal”. If

you get a message saying that your child is eligible, please print it or take a
screenshot. Bring this proof into school and we will give you a £35 uniform voucher
for use at Monkhouse Schoolwear.
**YEAR 5 Parents please note the information below**
Key Dates for Entry into Secondary Schools in September 2023
Many of the local secondary schools are currently holding open days. You should
check the websites of any schools that you are considering for when these days are.
I ask that you keep sessions away from school to a maximum of 3.
If you are considering grammar school for your child, please check that you are
aware of the following that I have copied from the Local Authority website:
“The grammar schools have stated that the registration window for the 2023
Admissions Entrance Test will be open noon, 19 May 2022 to noon, 30 June 2022.
The schools are planning for the Entrance Test to take place on Saturday 17
September 2022.
Please be advised that the registration for and administration of the Admissions
Entrance Test is all carried out by the Gloucestershire grammar schools themselves
and therefore any queries in reference to the Entrance Test should be directed to the
grammar schools. After the test, every grammar school you have opted to share your
child's score with will send you confirmation of whether your child has achieved a
qualifying score for that school or not. Again, this is carried out by the
Gloucestershire grammar schools and the Co-ordinated Admissions Team does not
have access to this information.
It is important to note that obtaining a qualifying rank on the Entrance Test is not an
automatic offer of a place in the grammar school(s). Parent/carers must also list the
grammar school(s) on their secondary school application form to their home local
authority between September 2022 and the closing date of 31 October 2022.
Please note - your child will not be offered a place in a grammar school if it has not
been listed on your secondary school application form.”
Class Six Performance
The Year 6 pupils have chosen and auditioned for parts
in their end-of-school production. This year, the play is
called ‘The Pirates of the Curry Bean’, a musical comedy
about young twins Jack & Liza Periwinkle who yearn for
adventure. So imagine their joy at discovering a real life
treasure map! But when the infamous Redbeard and his
pungent Pirates of the Curry Bean steal the map and
kidnap their mother, the race is on to rescue her, reclaim
the map and find the treasure! Accompanied by their
faithful cat Fiddlesticks, the twins join a mad admiral and
his crazy crew on a voyage of adventure that takes them
from Old London Docks to the mysterious island of
Lumbago in the sea of Sciatica! Will they be first to find
the treasure chest, or is a surprise awaiting them that's even better than gold?

Class Six Leavers’ Assembly
The Year 6 Leavers’ Service will be at 9.30am on Thursday 21st July. Y6 families
are invited to this very special event.
The Friends
Clothes Collection: Don’t forget to bring in the bags of your unwanted clothes etc
for the Rag2Riches collection on the morning of Friday 24th June.
The Summer Fete will be straight after school on Friday 1st July. There will be
further information/requests coming from the Friends over the next couple of weeks,
and I know that they will be incredibly grateful to anyone who can lend a hand with
setting up, running a stall and/or tidying away.
The ‘Leavers’ Disco’ is on Friday 15th July. There will be a KS1 disco, followed by a
KS2 disco. More information will follow.
My School Fund
As yet, we’ve not had a very good sign-up to the ‘My School Fund’ initiative. If you
register your debit card on the website, and then use it at Sainsburys or Argos, you
will receive 2% cashback in vouchers, and the school will receive 1% cashback into
its budget. Simply go to www.myschoolfund.org/ and register your details.
Sporting Achievements
We have got lots to share with you about our recent
involvements with sport both in and out of school.
So much so that we will send a separate newsletter
next week. However, as part of the upcoming
Commonwealth Games build-up, some of our
children entered a drawing competition which was
judged by the Gloucester School Sports Network,
and both Frankie and Darcy in Year 6 won. Frankie’s
entry is to the right, and Darcy’s is on the back
page!
And finally…
The school photographer will be in school on
Tuesday 21st June. This will be for the whole class
photo. On this day, we will also have a whole school
photo taken. We usually have these taken every 5
years but couldn’t happen for the past 2 years.
Therefore, we are excited for this to be happening
again. Please could Year 6 pupils have their jumper in school on this day as well as
their Leaver’s Hoodie!!
Kind regards

Mr R Waller

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE
Friday
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Wednesday
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15th
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16th
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17th

Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
JULY
Friday

21st
22nd
24th
27th

am
9.20am
am
am

1st

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

4th
5th
6th

3.156pm
am
am
pm

Thursday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Thursday

7th
11th
13th
14th
15th
21st

2pm
9.20am
1.10pm
pm

All day
am
6pm
6pm
evening
9.30am
2pm

Year 3 trip to Nature in Art
Year 6 depart for PGL Osmington Bay
Year 2 class assembly
Year 4 author session
Year 6 return from residential
Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Gloucester Cathedral
(pupils only)
Year 4 trip to Nature in Art
Year 1 to the Waterways Museum
Class and whole school photos
Reception class assembly
Rags2Riches clothes collection
KS1 sports day
Summer fete
KS2 sports day
KS1 sports day reserve date
Year 4 trip to Grange Primary to watch ‘In the net’
(details to follow)
Year 2 trip to West Midlands Safari Park
KS2 sports day reserve date
Year 6 production of ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean’
Year 6 production of ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean’
KS1 & KS2 discos
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly
Term 6 ends

***Please note that term ends at 2pm on Thursday 21st July***

