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“Growing Together in God’s Love”
Dear Parents, Governors and Friends of the School,
Welcome to the May newsletter. With the Easter holidays now behind us, we are
now into the summer term – though it doesn’t yet feel like it. Some of the less
popular routines such as Year 6 SATS are returning but there’s also plenty of other
good things to look forward to as well.
Class 4 Residential
In March, Class 4 had a fantastic time at the Wilderness Centre, in the Forest of
Dean. The sun shone for us while the children experienced many fun and
challenging outdoor activities - archery, bushcraft skills, crate stacking, low ropes
course, team building, orienteering, tunnels, a night walk and roasting
marshmallows at the campfire. Over the three days, Class 4 showed many of our
school values, including Trust, Courage, Perseverance and Friendship.

Staff News
We said farewell to teaching assistant Miss Sarah
Cridland just before Easter and wish her the best of
luck in her next adventure. We are currently
recruiting to find a replacement for her. We have also
welcomed Mrs Emma Murphy back into our midday
supervisor team.
Our Christian Value for the Term

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Matthew Ch7. V12
Our focus value this term is ‘Respect’. We will be exploring the Christian viewpoint
on this value in our collective worships, as a whole school, a Key Stage and a class.
We will explore some themes such as praying for others, valuing difference, treating
people in the same manners as we expect to be treated, valuing special places and
valuing different opinions. Through prayer, we will ask God to help us to be
respectful people. We will use several quotes such as:

“Respect is for those who deserve it, not for those who demand it.” (J.Johnson)
“Respect people’s feelings. Even if it doesn’t mean anything to you, it could
mean everything to them.” (J.Johnson)
self--respe
respect.”
(Jean--Jacques Rousseau)
“Nobody can be happy with self
ct.” (Jean
Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs)
Every day of the school year is important, but for our Year 6 pupils, this coming
term is very important as they prepare for their Key Stage 2 tests. This will be the
first time these have been done since 2019!! Formal testing takes place in the week
beginning 9th May. It is extremely important that all of the Year 6 pupils sit each
test if they are to obtain the grades that they will take with them into their
secondary education. The Year 6 pupils will be using the next few days to prepare
for these tests so that they perform as well as they can. Please can I encourage
Year 6 parents to help them with plenty of early nights, attendance and lots of
positive reinforcement!
Our Year 2 pupils will also be assessed this term so that we can report on their
levels of attainment at the end of Key Stage 1. These assessments, which are a mix
of written tests and teacher assessment, take place in May and June. Therefore, as
always, attendance is a key factor to success, so please avoid any unnecessary
absences during this time.
All pupils in Year 1, plus some pupils in Years 2 will also undergo phonics
screening tests during June. These tests show how well children can apply their
phonics skills into decoding words.
Pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 will have more detailed assessments in English and
maths later in this term. These assessments allow us to track progress between Key
Stage 1 and 2.

Friends of Hempsted
Just before the Easter holidays, the Friends organised the Easter hamper draw. I am
delighted to inform you that Easter hampers raised £515, plus a further £142 from
the non-uniform day. This is great news as we need to replace/repair the climbing
wall on the school playground. Thank you to everyone who donated items, bought
tickets or made up the hampers!
School Council Fundraising
The School Council organised a ‘Name the Bunny’ competition recently. They did a
fantastic job, giving up their breaktimes to sell names. The winning name for the
bunny was ‘Sally’ and was chosen by Jude in Year 1. They raised a total of £82.40
for the school charities.
Class Assemblies
I am pleased to say that class assemblies have restarted. Years 4 and 5 have
already presented theirs. The other classes, except Year 6 will be presenting their
assemblies over the next few weeks. The dates are:
•
•
•
•

Year 1 – 18th May
Year 3 – 25th May
Year 2 – 15th June
Reception – 22nd June

From 9.10am you can enter the school hall through the Blue Room doors (off the
playground). The assemblies will start at 9.20am.
Year 6 have got a very busy term ahead of them but will be performing the
traditional end of school productions in July, followed by the Leavers’ Service on the
final morning.
Remember to Name It!
Please remember to name jumpers, coats etc. With the warmer weather, hopefully
on the way, many jumpers will be removed at playtimes. It is much easier to return
them to the owners if they are named! Written on names do come off in the wash,
so please remember to check they can still be read. Several parents who have been
in school comment on the ‘unbelievable amount’ of unclaimed lost property. The
collection includes a blue coat, branded ‘Outerwear’.
School Garden
The School Garden is beginning to bloom;
as the weather improves, the children can
enjoy all the different areas. Just before Easter, there was
frog spawn in the pond for all classes to explore. Soon
more vegetables will be planted so as you walk by, keep
an eye out for what is growing. Also see if you can spot
any new additions to our school garden.

Thank you also to all those in the school community who have donated seeds /
plants for our garden. Our thanks also go to Violet (Y3) & Carter (Y1) for two plum
trees to add to our apple trees (that were planted in 2013)
and the pear tree given to the school from the McGarry
family.

My School Fund initiative
We’re pleased to announce that we are part of the
My School Fund initiative. This innovative scheme allows for us to be able to boost
our school’s budget with your help.
How does it work?
Parents, guardians and carers can sign up to the scheme for free and start earning
cashback on the things they buy in participating retail stores, including Sainsbury’s
and Argos. As you spend you’ll receive 2% cashback in the form of eGift vouchers
that can be redeemed in participating stores. By linking your spend to our school on
the My School Fund website we’ll also earn 1% cashback on your spend.
Add that all up across our school’s network of families and together we can all make
a big difference!
How to get involved
Visit myschoolfund.org to register for free and link to Hempsted CE Primary School.
From there, everything you spend in participating stores will go towards helping
boost our budget, plus your own!
Sign up today at myschoolfund.org
Cycle Training
Many of the Year 5 children completed their cycle training during March. The
instructors assessed their riding skills, and provided instruction and practical
exercises to improve their ability to cycle safely on roads. They were then assessed
actually riding on roads and given a written report on what they were good at and
where they needed to improve.

Bikes in school
Whilst on the subject of bikes, we often see an increase in the number of pupils
cycling or scooting to school during the summer months. Please ensure that your
child parks their bike in the bike shelter or by the pole in front of the office. They
must also ensure that it is locked. We also need to make a timely reminder that
bikes and scooters are not to be ridden on school premises.
Term Time Holiday Requests
Following a sudden rush of term time holiday requests, please may I remind parents
that in the vast majority of circumstances, I am not able to authorise the requests
and they will be recorded as ‘unauthorised leave’.

Thank you to all those who took part in our Readathon!! We raised an AMAZING
£784.00 for Gloucestershire Royal Hospital’s Children’s Ward. We also received
£156 in free books for the school!
Well done to Daniel Smith (Year 5), Arthur O’Neil (Year 1) and Lucas Crocker
(Reception) for collecting the most sponsors.
I am really proud that our school has raised such a wonderful total and that the
children have enjoyed reading for pleasure as part of it.
Keep Reading!!
And finally…Monkhouse Schoolwear
One of our uniform suppliers, Monkhouse Schoolwear, are requesting that parents
sign up to their email communications. There were some significant national issues
with uniform supply last year which everyone is keen to avoid this year. By signing
up to their emails, you will receive information about key dates for uniform
shopping, supply updates and offers on essential items. Visit their website
www.monkhouse.com and click on create account to get started.
Yours sincerely,

Mr Waller
Head Teacher
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SATs for Year 6
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Start of Term 6
Year 3 trip to Nature in Art
Year 6 depart for PGL Osmington Bay
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(pupils only)
Year 4 trip to Nature in Art
Class and whole school photos
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9.20am

