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Dear Parents/Carers, Governors and Friends of the School,
Welcome to the February newsletter. I am pleased to say that the school is beginning to return
to some form of normality with clubs restarting, collective worship in the hall and some trips
being planned. The children are now playing with friends from different classes during break
times and sports fixtures are happening regularly. Long may it continue!!
‘What is History?’ ZOOM lesson with
The National Archives
On Monday 31st January, Class 4 had an
exciting session with Kat from ‘The National
Archives’ in London to learn about how to be
a great Historical Detective, using different
primary sources and documents from the
past to solve the ‘History Mystery’. Children
used observation skills to spot and label
details to piece together what the documents
told them about the past. We discovered
spies using lemon to write secret messages
and deciphered writing to work out clues.
Kat was so impressed by how closely
Class 4 studied the documents and their
enthusiasm for sharing their ideas to
finally solve the ‘History Mystery’.

DID YOU KNOW? The
National Archives houses 12
million boxes of ‘treasures’
from the past and the oldest,
most valuable document
held there is the Doomsday
Book.

Start of Day Routine
I am pleased with how the ‘new’ start of day routine is working, with children entering the
building as soon as they arrive. This makes the mornings much calmer with the children having
a few minutes to get themselves sorted and ready to learn. By 9am, most children are already
underway with learning. I would say that this has increased the children’s learning time by at
least 5 minutes a day, which is 25 minutes a week and an extra 15 hours over the course of
a year!! With this in mind, it does mean it’s even more important that they are punctual in the
morning.
Attendance
The school attendance rate is currently 96.5%
(excluding covid absences). This is a very
healthy attendance rate and in line with the
past few years, so thank you. Let us all do our
best to keep it that way, and maybe even
reach 97% by the end of the year.
Term Dates
We have now finalised the term dates for the
22/23 academic year. You will find these at the
end of this newsletter.
Requesting a Leave of Absence
Still thinking about attendance and term dates,
I know a number of you are keen to get those
long-awaited holidays booked, I thought it
timely to remind you of how to request a leave
of absence. It is crucial to your child’s
education that holidays are taken during the
school holidays. I am not able to authorise
holiday requests, and a leave of absence can
only
be
authorised
in
exceptional
circumstances. There will be the occasions
when parents do need to request some time
from school – if this is the case please collect
a ‘Leave of Absence’ form from the office, or
visit the policies and documents section of the
website where you will find a copy of the form.
Residential Trips
I am delighted that our residential trips are taking place again. These happen in the spring
term of Year 4 and the summer term of Year 6, although this year our Year 5 children are
going as they missed out last year. Year 4 children usually spend 3 days and 2 nights at the
wonderful Wilderness Centre in the Forest of Dean, whilst the Year 6 children go to PGL
Osmington Bay for 4 days, 3 nights.
We always try to keep the costs of any trips down, but naturally residential trips are
expensive as we need to pay for accommodation, instructors, catering and transport. The
accompanying staff are not paid extra despite being on constant supervision day and night!!
So that you can plan ahead for future years, be aware that currently the Year 4 trip costs
£155, and the Y6 trip costs £290.

Australia Day

G’day folks! Last week, Class 4 celebrated Australia Day. Children learnt interesting facts
about Australia; mapped out the states and capitals; baked and ‘taste tested’ some Aussie
tucker (Pumpkin scones, Vegemite sandwiches and ‘Fairy bread’); named Australian animals;
shared Australian storybooks; adored cuddling Australian animal puppets and wearing
Australian hats.
We had a ‘BONZER’ day!

Fun at the Parachute Club!
Year 6 Internet Safety Talk
This term Class Six will be having a visit from the police! PC Murphy will be talking to the
children about how to keep themselves safe online. In particular, they will be given
information about how they manage their online friendships.
Safer Internet Day
Staying on the same theme, February 8th sees Safer Internet Day. This is celebrated
globally, and this year the title is: ‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships
online’. The classes will be using a range of resources to help them understand the key
learning from this day. I would like to remind you that there are always a great range of
internet safety resources available on our website. Just scroll to the very bottom of the
home page and click the button!
Parent/Teacher Consultations
We have made the decision to conduct the parent/teacher consultations over the telephone
again. Covid is still present in the school and quite widely in the parent population. Whilst
we can do face to face meetings safely in the classroom, it will be difficult to avoid parents
gathering in corridors etc. Hopefully, this will be the last time we have to do this!!
Bookings will be made using the School Money system; you will receive a text when this
goes ‘live’. Please let the office know if you have any problems with using this.
Lunches and Breakfast/After School Club Bookings
After half-term, there will be a new lunch menu and there have been a number of changes.
The new menu is on a three week rolling pattern, and you now have the option to order
sandwiches. Jacket potatoes with beans/cheese will continue to be a daily option but
sometimes there will be additional toppings of tuna or salmon and cream cheese. The menu
is available to view on the school website under the ‘Parents’ tab. You should be able to
make your choices on this new menu towards the end of next week.
If your child has any particular dietary requirement or allergy, please let us know.
You can now access the School Money system to book Breakfast and After School Club
sessions for Term 4.

And finally…
The School Council have restarted their meetings. In their most recent meeting, they
discussed the charities for this school year. All I ask of them, is that they choose 2 local
charities – one a children’s charity, the other an animal welfare charity. This year, I am
delighted to inform you that after careful consideration they have selected The Pied Piper
Appeal and New Start Cat Rescue. We look forward to organising some fundraising activities
for them.
Yours sincerely,

Mr R Waller
Head Teacher

Important Dates for Your Diary
FEBRUARY
Monday Friday

14th –
18th

Thursday

17th

Friday
Monday
MARCH
Tuesday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday

18th

Wednesday

23rd

Tuesday
Wednesday
APRIL
Friday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday

29th
30th

All day
All day

Life Education Visit
Life Education Visit

1st
6th
8th
25th

All day
1.30pm
2pm

Class 1 trip to Bristol Zoo (details to follow)

1.30pm
3.15pm

28th
1st
14th
16th
18th
21st

Parent/teacher consultations take place during
the week. Check availability on the School Money
system.
Year 2 trip to Slimbridge
Schoolbeat Online Safety (Y6)
End of Term 3
INSET Day (school closed to pupils)
Start of Term 4
Year 5 depart for Wilderness residential
Year 5 return from residential
Red Nose Day
Year 4 depart for Wilderness residential
Year 5 Bikeability course begins – forms MUST
be returned by February 18th.
Year 4 return from residential

Schoolbeat Online Safety (Y6)
End of Term 4
Start of Term 5

